Snapshots from Ukraine 

(& Beyond!)
September 2004 update from Bob & Andrea Burnham, serving with MTW Europe
-- currently in America on Home Missionary Assignment 
 

Storm warning
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Having grown up in Pensacola, I've experienced my share of storms, but I don't recall any series of hurricanes that have caused such destruction.  Our hearts and prayers go out to all those who have been impacted by Charley, Frances, Ivan, & Jeanne.  

 

These storms take their toll, as do the physical and emotional storms hitting our friends who are battling disease and depression, the relational storms of those desperately needing reconciliation, and the global storms of war and violence.  After taking even a cursory glance, we come to a strong conclusion: this world is not as it was meant to be.  

 

But there is hope.  We read in Romans 8:21 that "creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of Him who subjected it in hope; because the creation itself also will be delivered from the bondage of corruption into the glorious liberty of the children of God."   Peter also speaks of this when he wrote "nevertheless, we, according to His promise, look for new heavens and a new earth in which righteousness dwells." (2 Peter 3:13)  So what do believers do in the meantime?  Peter cautions, "be on your guard so that you may not be carried away by the error of lawless men and fall from your secure position.  But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ."  That is our prayer for all of you during these difficult days.
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Spotlight on Portugal
While we're in the States, Bob is focusing on a very urgent need -- finding more workers for eastern and western Europe.  For the next series of Snapshots, we'll be highlighting a different European country in which MTW is working.  This time it's Portugal!

 

Life in the Slow Lane

Think of a quiet place -- a relaxed place where you can get away from the hustle and bustle of everyday life.  Maybe you picture a little coastal town where the people are friendly, the pace is slow, and the locals are either mending their fishing nets, picking olives in the groves, or tending the vineyards that produce world-renown wine.  Life is savored and food is served with gusto (in very large quantity!).  Or perhaps you envision a bigger city (but still laid back), with lots of beautiful architecture, street cafes, and a diverse culture? 

 

Welcome to Portugal.  Whether it's small towns in the Douro Valley or the bustling, traffic-clogged capital metropolis of Lisbon, there is beauty and culture to spare in this scenic land.  Tucked away on the western border of Spain on the Atlantic coast, this small country (it measures just 350 miles north to south and 135 miles from east to west) is home to nearly 10 million Europeans, Latin Americans, and Africans, as well as Glenn & Frances Camenisch and Tom & Carol Hudson, veteran MTW missionaries to Portugal.   Tough duty, right?   I mean, after an introduction like that, who wouldn't want to minister in Portugal?   That's the question they ask as well, because over the last ten years, MTW's team in Portugal has been consistently understaffed.

 

"Like Growing Corn in a Parking Lot"
If it is not the people, food, climate, or scenery, why is it so hard to recruit to such a charming place?  Our team in Lisbon feels it is the time-intensive nature of the work.  The Portuguese are a very relational people.  It takes time to create the meaningful, lasting friendships that lead to successful witnessing and discipleship.

 

Then there is the obstacle of the Spanish Inquisition -- it also operated an office in Lisbon.  For 350 years after the Protestant Reformation, non-Catholics were persecuted or driven away.  The Bible, translated into Portuguese, was on the Inquisition's list of forbidden literature.  

 

Happily, the day of being burned at the stake for one's faith has ended.  However, Protestants, or "evangelicos" as they are called, still suffer the stigma of being branded heretics.   To be Portuguese, in the mind of most people, is to be Roman Catholic, whether one practices his faith or not.  Freedom of religion exists today and the gospel has made great in-roads in recent years.  There is still much to be done, however, as less than 1% of the Portuguese people claim to have a personal relationship with God through faith in Christ.
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So what do you do when ministry opportunities are everywhere, but few are joining you in the work?   The answer is to trust in God's sovereignty and continue to seek His will.  God is the one Who moves hearts, and, in this case, the Lisbon team considered that God may be raising up other nations to minister to the Portuguese.  After receiving some much needed assistance from an Irish pastor, Glenn and Tom started looking to other countries for help.  What better place is there than Brazil?  Brazil?!  Yes, Brazil!   
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Brazilians speak Portuguese and while the PCA has about 350,000 members, the Presbyterian Church of Brazil (PCB) has about 500,000 members!  When Tom traveled to Sao Paolo and met with the Brazilian church leaders he realized that the two mission efforts could benefit each other greatly: Brazilian pastors providing leadership for ministry in Portugal (helping our church plants), while MTW personnel assist in leadership training and cross-cultural assimilation.  

 

It's a great partnership, but has fallen short of the great need.  Even though the PCB is much larger than our own denomination and zealous for missions, they are not a wealthy church.  The Brazilian church currently supports only about 50 missionaries, and only through sacrificial giving can the members send any missionaries to a European nation where the cost of living is higher.  When Francisco Moura, a Brazilian pastor, heard about the need in Portugal, he and his wife, Elisama, (shown above) decided to move with their 13 year-old daughter to Portugal and work with Tom and Glenn.  It took a while to raise their support, but last June they were finally able to move to Lisbon and take over as pastor for the Carnaxide Presbyterian Church -- a church that has gone ten years without a full-time pastor.

While the team is jubilant over this new addition, I was curious about how Tom felt about the lack of people who have come over to help the work in Portugal.  His gracious response was, "While we're disappointed that the American church is not responding to the need here, we are encouraged that other emerging churches are maturing and joining us to fulfill the great commission of Christ."
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Despite its difficulties, the future looks bright for Portugal.  When I asked Tom what they needed most right now, he told me that "opportunities exist all over the country, we just need people!"  "We could definitely use some more church planters, and our biggest need is for educators in a Reformed seminary -- those who have preached and those who can teach Old Testament, New Testament, Church History, etc."  He added that a local seminary is willing to create a Reformed and Presbyterian track within their curriculum for free, "if we can just provide the teachers.  The MTW church plants have the potential students, they just need men and women called to assist in training and discipleship."

 

If you know of someone who is custom made for this position, or if you find yourself thinking that God may have prepared you for this kind of service, please let me know.  The need is great, and, while Tom is in the States, the two of us can provide a realistic look at the many aspects involved in joining this team.  "The harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few.  Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into His harvest field."
On the Road!
Thanks to all those who have shown us amazing hospitality and care in our travels lately.  We look forward to seeing many more of you as we continue traveling to recruit new missionaries and complete our financial support team.  Here's where we'll be in the next few weeks.  If you're going to be in any of these places we'd love to see you!
 

Sept. 23       Macon, GA (Missions dessert hosted by Tom Scott)  THANK YOU!!!
Oct. 2           Augusta, GA (Missions dessert at Lakemont Presbyterian)
Oct. 3           Waynesboro, GA (1st Presbyterian Missions Conference) 
Oct. 8-10     Statesboro, GA (Trinity Presbyterian Missions Conference)
Oct. 20-24   Sevierville, TN (Evergreen Presbyterian Missions Conference)   
 

Our car has shrunk!
Actually, our family is growing and in just two more months (after the baby is born) we won't be able to fit all the carseats in our car!  So. . .if you know of  anyone who is interested in selling a dependable mini-van at a reasonable price, please let us know.  Thanks!

 

We love September because. . .
it was exactly 7 years ago on September 27th that Bob proposed to me, and boy was it romantic (picture at right).   How romantic was it?  Well, Marriage Partnership, a publication of Christianity Today magazine just held a nationwide, on-line contest and selected our story as the most romantic engagement proposal they received!  You can read all about it in the spring issue of Marriage Partnership, or if you really want to know, you can write to us and we'll send you the story.  Here's a hint though, it has something to do with a very special book!

 

 

Thank you for your faithfulness in supporting us with your giving & encouragement.   We keep you in our prayers, and hope you'll continue to do the same for us. 
 

To the glory of the Lord, who "knows how to rescue godly men from trials
and to hold the unrighteous for the day of judgment," (2 Peter 2:9)
Bob, Andrea, Abigail & Emily Burnham
