Snapshots from Ukraine 
October 2005 update from Bob & Andrea Burnham, serving with MTW
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Harvest Time
I've said it before, I'll say it again, I LOVE this time of year!  Sleeping with the windows open and actually needing a little blanket, taking walks through colorful countryside and feeling the leaves crunch underfoot, and of course pumpkins.  Whether growing, carving, or eating them, they're a favorite fruit (or is it a veggie?!)

 

There's another harvest that is infinitely more beautiful - the gathering together of those God has adopted and on whom He has placed His unfathomable affection.  While that's not just happening in Ukraine, Ukraine is where God has called us; we're flying out January 6th.
 

While these next few months will be filled with holidays and celebrations, it will also be, for us, a very busy time of preparing to return to Ukraine.

 

Tug-of-war over a nation
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If you look at a map, you'll see Ukraine positioned between western Europe and the former Soviet Union.  Historically there has always been a tug-of-war over Ukraine.  For centuries leaders on both sides coveted the rich resources and fertile land Ukraine offers.  More recently the conflict arises between those who would benefit from influencing 47 million people to join their cultural movement.  The former Soviet Union in the east would gain a foothold toward re-establishing socialism, and with it, a continuing cycle of corruption, alcoholism, and oppression - both spiritually and physically.  To the west, Europe might include Ukraine in the growing European Union, characterized by freedom of enterprise and economic strength, but also extreme liberalism and spiritual apathy.    

 

Ever since the Iron Curtain fell, Ukraine has been challenged to find its own identity.  Are they European?  Russian?  Ukrainian?  A blend? The people are not always unified in which direction they would prefer to take.  While we were there, half of the country defiantly spoke only Ukrainian while the other half taught Ukrainian in the schools but spoke a sloppy mixture of Ukrainian and Russian in everyday situations.  Last year the nation was again divided during its presidential elections, resulting in the "Orange Revolution."  We are grateful that a strong majority (a very high percentage of them Christians) put action to their convictions and camped out in the streets of Kiev, demonstrating that they will no longer allow a corrupt government to rule them.  As you know, they overturned the primary results and ended up having, possibly for the first time in the nation's history, a legitimate election.

 

This young nation's struggle is not over, however, and the rest of the world's influence can still play a huge part in determining its path.  Spiritually speaking, will Ukraine shift back toward the east and experience persecution, will it shift more to the west and become apathetic to Biblical truth, or will it stand apart and become known as a Godly nation?  Only God knows.  What we do know is that believers here in the States have been given an historic opportunity to help shape the country through prayer and people, sent to teach and live the words and deeds of Jesus.   Right now Ukraine is the most spiritually responsive country in Europe and we've already experienced a rich "harvest" of people who believe the good news that God redeemed them from their sins and is preparing them to live as a part of His glorious eternal kingdom.   In the last twelve years we've been blessed to participate as God has established eleven churches, a national Presbyterian denomination, reformed book translation, a reformed seminary, a Christian day school, a clinic and a host of ministries to orphans, street children, drug addicts, and the elderly.

 

The next five to ten years are critical in laying a foundation that will allow the church to thrive in the coming decades.  As the director for MTW's church-planting team in Odessa, there are two goals that I'll primarily be striving for: spiritually mature Ukrainian leaders and financially independent churches.

Christ-centered Leadership
Ask any man in Ukraine if he ever saw an example of servant leadership while growing up.  He'll laugh and say "of course not, we were taught to lead by force or humiliation, not in service and grace."  Thirty-seven men will soon be graduating from seminary and heading out to serve in or pastor churches across Ukraine.  With many of those churches planting daughter churches, the movement is on the brink of exponential growth.  The mentoring and discipleship happening in the next several years will have a nationwide impact on whether these churches grow in grace or in legalism.  

Financial Independence
America is a wealthy nation and a generous nation, but giving money must be strategic.  For 72 years the socialist regime fostered a welfare mentality, and the last thing the people of Ukraine need is to shift that dependency from the Soviet government to the American people.  We are in the process of developing a system that encourages emerging churches to start and grow using the resources already available within their congregations.  Once this gets going, churches can spread like wildfire across Ukraine, and continue into neighboring countries, both east and west.  For our part, we will be working ourselves out of a job (and maybe into another field!)

Our time in the States has been worthwhile.  We've been able to recruit more laborers for the field, share our stories with churches and, hopefully, cast a vision of what God is accomplishing in Ukraine.  Now that we have transitioned to career status with Mission to the World, it's time to return to the work in Ukraine and help to make these goals a reality.   Before we can leave, however, we've got to get our house in order - literally and figuratively!  You can help! 

 

Packing Up!
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Send us!
We still need $20,000 one-time and $877 monthly in order leave fully-funded on January 6th.  Please consider supporting our work with a tax-deductable one-time or monthly gift.  You can learn more about our financial needs by clicking on Financial Status, One-time gift opportunities, or Partner with Us.  We hope you'll also visit our Prayer Requests page to know how to better pray for our ministry.

 

Buy one of our cars
We can't take them to Ukraine (not without paying an arm and a leg, that is), so we're selling our cars.  If you're interested in buying a 2000 Toyota Sienna or '92 Honda Accord -- both in fantastic shape and with low mileage, click here to see pictures and get more information.

 

Rent our house
Are you relocating to Atlanta or know someone who is?  We need to find a resposible family to rent our home while we're gone for the next 4 years.  Click here to see pictures of our home in Lawrenceville, GA (about 25 miles north east of Atlanta) and get more information.
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Contest
What would a "Snapshots from Ukraine" newsletter be without the contest?!  Click here to see the current contest question! 
 

Thanks to all those at Evergreen Pres in Sevierville who welcomed us so warmly at your conference last weekend -- we had a blast!    Christ Church Augusta, we're looking forward to seeing you this weekend!
 

Thank you for your faithfulness in supporting us with your giving and encouragement.   We keep you in our prayers, and hope you'll continue to do the same for us.  
Bob, Andrea, Abigail,Emily & Iris Burnham

Please visit us at  www.BurnhamSnapshots.com
