Snapshots from Ukraine 
March 2006 update from Bob & Andrea Burnham, serving with MTW in Odessa, Ukraine
(Prayer concerns in red)
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From one world to another 

Talk about change! One day we're sitting in Pensacola, Florida enjoying the festivals surrounding Mardi Gras and sunny, warm weather, then, a week later we find ourselves thousands of miles away trudging through snow and ice amidst the sound of downtown Odessa traffic.   
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In the weeks before we left for Ukraine we stayed with family in Bob's hometown, spoke at several missions conferences and completed errands.  Bob focused on raising the remaining support necessary for our work in Ukraine, and we were pleasantly surprised at how quickly everything came in. Praise God for meeting our needs and thanks to all of you who were so generous with your giving and resources.  
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It was also wonderful for Andrea to have an extended visit from her parents and for both of us to see old friends.  Bob loved taking the three girls to the familiar places of his youth: Jerry's Drive-In, the Coffee Cup, and of course, the beach.  The girls attended their very first Mardi Gras parade (and found new and exciting things to do with all the beads!), and it was great fun for Bob to run the Pensacola Double Bridge 15K (he almost won, there were only 582 people in front of him! :-)        
 

One very unexpected treat was a visit from Sasha and Snezhana Popovi (you can read about them in our December 2003 newsletter.)  Snezhana, who started the Odessa region's first crisis pregnancy center, is currently in Birmingham receiving training in family counseling and curriculum for teaching sex education in Izmail's schools.  She was able to come down for additional training in Pensacola which allowed us to enjoy Pensacola's beautiful sugar-white beaches together.
 

Answered prayers and unexpected blessings!
We confess that we were pretty nervous about flying back to Ukraine with three little girls under six, and we asked many of you to pray for us.  Apparently you did because the trip over and our transition into Odessa has been easier than we imagined.  

 

Ivy Creek Church friends loaned vans and drivers and provided babysitting and munchies during our early morning time to and at the airport.  THANK YOU ALL!  Austrian Airlines allowed us more baggage than we had expected (saving us quite a bit of money) and when we arrived in Ukraine, the customs official waved us through without opening any of our 17 suitcases!!   Even better was the welcoming reception from our wonderful team and Ukrainian friends as we entered the newly renovated airport (it was warm and had working lights!)

 

Even though Iris had a double ear infection days before flying, the pressure on the plane didn't seem to bother her.  The excitement kept her awake the whole flight, however, and Abby and Emily behaved maturely allowing us to focus on keeping Iris happy.  We were able to come directly home to a clean, warm flat stocked with most of the things we'd need for the first few weeks!  The night we arrived in Odessa a nasty stomach bug began to move through our family.  Our loving team provided meals, medical supplies and privacy so we could get our time zones caught up and recover from our sicknesses.  If that stomach bug had hit just a day earlier, we would have been retching on our 30 hour, trans-Atlantic travel day!  We are thankful to God for His perfect timing and protection from severe dehydration.
 

"I can't operate the microwave!"
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For the first time since 1995 our flat came equipped with a microwave.  Andrea was thrilled until she tried to heat up milk for Emily!  The hieroglyphics on this machine confounded us greatly, but we're slowly making progress.  Ditto for the washing machine, the kalunka (the thing that regulates our water temperature), and the aguvay (a scary boiler looking thing that regulates our radiators).  The good news is that we've finally figured out how to consistently open our front door.  You think we're joking, but we're not!  It's hard for us to believe that two adults with university degrees, who have lived in-country for 5 years, would have this much trouble with appliances and doors!  The door actually spurred a respectable sized argument between us during that first sleep-deprived week.  (Hope we're not shaking the confidence of our supporters too much -- we did make up.)

 

 

Want to call Ukraine?  It's cheaper than you think!
Okay, it's still not cheap to call Ukraine, unless you're calling us on our new internet phone from Internet Global Phone (IGP)!   When you call us, you're charged for a call to Lawrenceville, GA but you reach us in Odessa.  Our new number is (678) 248-2309.  Feel free to call, but please remember that we're seven hours ahead of Eastern Standard Time.  The best time for you to call us is between 2am and 2pm (EST).  This phone has made the world smaller for us and we're grateful to Michael Schroeder at IGP for getting us set up.   

 

 

Update on Tanya Baranova
A few days ago Bob sent an urgent prayer request on behalf of Tanya Baranova.   From the responses we received, we know that many of you prayed for her and forwarded the request to your own prayer chains.  She's doing much better now and the pain has subsided, but she's not cured.   

 

For years Tanya has been in and out of hospitals because of complications from tuberculosis.  After she had one of her lungs removed other organs began to shift around inside.  Due to a second set of complications, she had part of her diaphram removed six weeks ago.  The new medicine is apparently causing an adverse reaction with her pancreas, spurring the explosions of pain a couple of nights ago.  She's stablized now, but, after being poked and prodded for so long, she's wary of going back to the hospital and have diagnostic x-rays done.   We don't blame her, the socialized medical program here doesn't exactly instill confidence.   Frankly, it's by God's miraculous preservation that she's still alive.  She's been the heart and soul of the Odessa church drug addiction ministry, and she and Sergei have never stopped opening their humble home to those in need even when Tanya is in the midst of pain and suffering.  Please continue to pray for this brave woman, as well as for Sergei and their two sons: Stas (15) and Elijah (10 mo.).
 

 

Going to Madrid
Once a year all of MTW's Europe Team Leaders meet to talk and strategize over church-planting in Europe.  Our next meeting is in four days (March 21st -25th) in Madrid, Spain, and this should prove to be the most crucial meeting we've ever had.  In addition to the Team Leaders, we'll also be joined by national leaders;  there will be a total of 52 of us gathered together from around the continent, representing 16 different European nations (17 nations counting the USA).   Please pray that we all come to this meeting as co-laborers with a listening heart and passion to see the Kingdom of God extended across this continent in Reformed church-planting and leadership development.  Please also pray for Andrea as she continues to settle in with our very energetic children. 
 

 

Happy St. Patrick's Day!
Yes, even in Ukraine we're wearing green today, but did you know that Patrick wasn't Irish?  He was actually born Maewyn Succat about 390 A.D. in England to wealthy parents.  Patricius was his Romanicized name and he later came to be known as "Patrick."  When he was just 16 he was kidnapped by Irish raiders and enslaved, forced to spend lonely days tending sheep.  It was during this time of reflection that he came to place his faith in Jesus Christ, and after six years finally managed to escape.  Before leaving Ireland, however, he had a dream of an angel telling him to return to his captors and tell them the good news of Christ's sacrifice for them.   Soon after, Patrick began religious training, a course of study that lasted more than fifteen years, and then he returned to Ireland.
 

One of the things that made Patrick so successful is that, being all things to all people for the sake of Christ, he became Irish.  He lived as they lived, spoke their language, adopted their customs, and considered himself as one of them.  That's something that we desire to do as well.   As we settle again among the Ukrainian people, please pray that we would integrate into their language and culture, and that Christ would be seen through our words and deeds.
 

We also hope that today, as you remember and honor Patrick, you'll give highest praise to the One on whom Patrick placed his affection -- the Holy One who motivated a slave to return gladly to his captors.
 

Contest
Aaaah, the contest. . .click here to see the current contest question!
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Thank you for your faithfulness in supporting us with your giving and encouragement.   We keep you in our prayers, and hope you'll continue to do the same for us.  

Bob, Andrea, Abigail, Emily & Iris Burnham

Please visit us at
www.BurnhamSnapshots.com
