Snapshots from Ukraine
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June 2002 update from Bob & Andrea Burnham, serving with MTW in Odessa, Ukraine
Back in the U.S.S.R.!
Well, make that the former U.S.S.R.  After a 4 month medical leave in the States (5 months for Andrea and Abby), the Burnham clan has returned to Odessa.  We are thankful to be back again! In fact, thankfulness applies to everything mentioned in this newsletter. As we look back over the events that have unfolded since our December update, we’re amazed at how God has provided for us through His mercy and His people.

"Table for four please…"
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Emily Faith Burnham was born on February 27th at 11:17pm.  She was 20 inches long and weighed 7lbs, 8oz.  She’s now nearly doubled that weight and is a healthy, sweet tempered and beautiful baby girl. We loved the name Emily, but figured our daughter might not care for the German meaning -- "industrious, diligent worker."  However, by giving her the middle name "Faith," we felt that her name would reflect a positive balance in her life; we pray that her works will always flow from a heart of faith in our great God. Our sincerest thanks go to all of you who have been praying for us during Andrea's pregnancy, delivery and the family's adjustment to being four instead of three.  Our time in the States was a whirlwind.  Can you believe that Emily has just turned three months old, and she's already flown in an airplane nine times and been on three continents since birth?!

Abby certainly loves her little sister, and affectionately refers to her as "Baby Emink."  Where she got that, we can't guess. Every day she asks to give Emily hugs and kisses, and the past several nights she has woken up crying because she dreamt that something had hurt Emily. We assure her that Baby Emmy is fine, sleeping safely in her crib, and Abby goes right back to sleep. It’s going to be wonderful seeing these two grow up together, being so close in age (20 months apart).  Also, we had reason for celebration this week when Abby finally used her potty (for its intended purpose!!)  She's turning two next month and growing up faster than we can imagine.

It was great being able to see grandparents, family and many friends while we were in the States.  We only wish we could have spent time with all of you.  Our biggest thanks go to those who hosted us during our stay – especially to the Shirley family in Alpharetta, GA.  There must be a special blessing that falls on anyone who, in the midst of helping to plan a daughter's wedding, volunteers their home for months to a family of four (especially when two of the four are sleep-deprived parents of a newborn and a very active toddler)!

Kicked out!
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While we were in the States having a baby, we got evicted from our apartment in Odessa! Our landlady broke our 2-year contract in order to look for someone else who was willing to pay more for the flat.  This caused a lot of frustration for us since we had no recourse (we're foreigners with little or no rights here), couldn't speak with her directly (even if we could catch her on the phone, we might not catch the subtleties of the conversation in Russian), and had no way personally to move our belongings.  We take so much for granted in America!  What made matters worse is that she was stealing from the people living in our flat, who were watching our things!  But through all of this, we found that our sovereign God took care of us, better than we could have imagined.  In our absence our team moved all of our belongings into a new apartment that is cheaper, in a far better location, and much more appropriate for what we need now.  We are grateful for their hard work on our behalf and blessed to have new landlords who are wonderful!! For 2 1/2 weeks we've been settling into what will be home for the next year and a half.  Our new address is:

UKRAINE
Odessa, 65026

Krasniy Pereulok  11 / Kb 40

Bob & Andrea Burnham

 

phone: 011-38-0482-26-73-30

burnham@paco.net 

More Births to announce
Over the last several months, babies weren’t the only thing being born. Two of our churches, the Odessa Presbyterian Church and the Holy Trinity Presbyterian Church in Kiev, were particularized. That basically means that they now have Ukrainian pastors, elders, and deacons elected and trained, and they are now solely responsible for making all decisions regarding the church and its ministries. 

At first glance this may seem like "just another new church" – but to see this happen from scratch is an amazing thing. Andrea and I were privileged to be involved at the beginning, starting Bible studies with people who had never seen or held a Bible.  We watched as many of them became followers of Christ, grew in their faith, and then made the decision to attend the newly formed Evangelical Reformed Seminary of Ukraine.  Years later they graduated, and we were able to watch the men become ordained as leaders – ready to take the good news of the gospel to their own people, and shepherd the many who have made the decision to follow Christ. 

The next step for our teams is to form a national school for Ukrainian church planters. Through this school more men and women will be trained to go and plant churches in this very fertile Ukrainian soil. 

Prayer
Please pray for the logistics in getting a teacher for our team's children this upcoming school year.   This is an urgent need, and while we have someone who is willing to come over, her financial support is coming in very slowly.   Bob is meeting tomorrow morning with our current teacher to discuss plans "B & C."   If you are aware of someone -- especially a retired teacher -- who may be interested in coming over, even for just a month or two, please contact us.

Contest
Congratulations to Edie Durham in Atlanta, GA who quickly sent in the correct answer to the last contest question. She knew that the last piece in Handel’s "Messiah" is "Worthy is the Lamb."  She also knew that the lyrics are taken from Revelation 5:12 & 13.

This month’s contest question:
Ukraine celebrates "Constitution Day" this month on June 28th.  On that date how many years of independence will Ukraine be celebrating?

The first person to reply with the correct answer will receive a special gift from Ukraine. If you include a digital picture of you and/or your family you’ll receive a bonus gift!

 

We keep you in our prayers, and hope you'll continue to do the same for us.  Thank you for your faithfulness in supporting us with your monthly giving and encouragement.  We miss and love you all.
In His glorious grace,
Bob, Andrea, Abigail & Emily Burnham
Burnham@paco.net
Mission to the World
P.O. Box  116284
Atlanta, GA  30368-6284
678-823-0004
