Snapshots from Ukraine  (& Beyond!)
July 2004 update from Bob & Andrea Burnham, serving with MTW Europe
-- currently in America on Home Missionary Assignment  
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Happy Independence Day!!
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You don't have to live in a foreign country to appreciate how wonderful this country is, but living in Ukraine has definitely given us a much stronger appreciation for our nation's freedoms and system of justice.  We thank God that our founding fathers sought to uphold God's truth and honor His Word in laying the framework for our society.  We hope the 4th was a great day for you with family and friends.  

 

It was especially joyful for us since we also celebrated Abigail's 4th birthday (her first birthday celebration in the U.S.!),  Bob and Jeff Rogers ran the Peachtree 10K, we worshiped with our home church (ChristChurch PCA), grilled out, and of course watched fireworks.  What a day!

 

In this edition of Snapshots, you'll find:
Anya's Story: How a spark that has been ignited in a young girl from Izmail is being passed on to the world.

News of our work: What are the Burnhams doing these days?

Support update: Is there still a need?

Family update: Big news, you need to read this!

Contest: Test your 4th of July trivia!

 

Silver Conductors
"For you, O God, tested us; you refined us like silver."  Psalm 66:10
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We all know that purified silver has great worth, but did you also know that pure silver is the best natural conductor?  When it comes into contact with an electrical charge it immediately passes the charge to whatever it is touching.  On the other side of the spectrum is rubber which absorbs the electrical charge without passing it on.  The apostle Paul told Timothy to entrust the teachings of Christ to reliable men who would teach others (II Tim. 2:2) -- those are the silver conductors.  

 

We are compelled to share about the life and work of Jesus with those around us, not knowing whether they will reject the truth, accept it but keep it to themselves or pass it on to others.  By God's grace we have met several "silver conductors" in Ukraine - those who embraced the love of Christ and then found their particular way to share that love with others and make a real difference in their community.   

 

For those of you who've kept up with your reading of Snapshots, you'll be excited to hear that Snezhana Popova (pictured right) and her staff of seven trained volunteers in Izmail plan to open their crisis pregnancy office "Life Care Center" mid-July.  We are also happy to announce that May marked the official opening of Sergei & Tanya Baranovi's Drug and Alcohol Rehabilitation Center just outside Odessa.   The Odessa church members have taken ownership of this vitally needed ministry by working Saturdays at the Center and giving donations of canned food and other needed items (even dry bread crusts to feed to the animals at the Center).  Now, we'd like to tell you about yet another "silver conductor" who was refined as God's Word spread through Ukraine.  

 

Refining Anya (by Andrea)
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I remember unlocking the deadbolts on the shabby door and ushering a group of college-aged women into the tiny Ukrainian apartment.  It was the Spring of 1997 in Izmail, and I was delighted to see a familiar face from my English class show up for the first time to Bible study - an exuberant 18 year old named Anya Ignatenko.  After chatting through an interpreter while drinking cups of strong tea and munching on chocolate bar squares, the seven of us gathered in the cramped sitting room and launched into our study of Scripture.  Anya wasn't afraid to try new things (as you can tell from this picture of her skipping through a field of poppies -- yes, that's me second from the left), and she was eager to listen to the different Biblical perspective I presented.  As I watched the group's interest grow and answered their many questions, I regretted only having 4 more weeks to impart essentials about the Gospel before leaving Ukraine forever.  

 

Almost a year after returning to the States, Bob and I received an amazing gift for our wedding -- a video of our Ukrainian friends sending their wishes for our happy marriage.  There, among the roomful of faces, I immediately recognized crazy Anya, who stood and read a four-page speech in English for the occasion!  She nervously re-introduced herself in case I'd forgotten her and told us how the few Bible studies she attended before I left Ukraine had encouraged her to seek more answers to her questions about God.  Her Ukrainian friends faithfully continued to study with her and point her toward a relationship with Jesus.  Later that same year she placed her trust in Him.  As we watched the video, Bob and I marveled at God's orchestration of events in the lives of Anya and the others.

 

Little did we know that God was not through weaving our lives together with Anya's!  When we returned to Odessa in 2001, who should come bounding through the church doors but tall, dark-haired Anya, ready to talk about the adventures God had given her since the last time we spoke.  I could see how she'd matured in her faith through two summers of participation in the "Odessa Project" (Ukrainian Christians paired up with American Christians for in-depth discipleship classes and focused evangelism in the city.)  Due to poverty and hardships at home with an alcoholic father, Anya had moved to Odessa to find work.

 

During a particularly difficult time after losing her job and low-rent apartment, Anya lived with our family for a few months.  This gave me a lot of time to invest in our friendship and talk with her about trusting God in the midst of difficult circumstances.  Making the best of every situation, Anya asked us to always correct her English because she hoped to find full-time employment as an interpreter for a Christian organization in Ukraine.  
 

Her time in our house also gave her a close-up look at the ups and downs of a family striving to live by Christian principles in a frustrating world.  She witnessed how we helped each other, joined us in our nightly prayers, helped us prepare meals for families in need, and was often our mouthpiece for sharing the gospel with whomever came around.  She also saw me lose my temper with Abby and then break down crying after a particularly rough day while Bob was in the States for meetings.  (She'd never heard a parent apologize to a child before!)  She was there for our marital disagreements and bad moods and saw how we continually chose to communicate openly and forgive.  As with any cross-cultural living situation, there were occasionally conflicts and misunderstandings between our family and Anya too.  After one session of talking through some difficult issues around the kitchen table, Anya told us, "you know, my family usually just yells at me and tells me to get out when they don't like what I've done.  I've never had anyone just talk with me about the problem and find a way to fix it.  Thank you."   
 

Anya was finally able to find work...but only in Kiev.  Shortly after moving there she had the opportunity to work as an interpreter for a Christian organization informing students about AIDS and the benefits of abstinence.  This prepared her (and financed the two weeks without pay) to serve as a volunteer interpreter on Operation Mobilization's ship "Doulos" which was docked in Odessa's Black Sea port.  Once involved, she was able to hear how the ship doubles as the largest floating book-store to port cities all over the world, allowing its crew to host programs and form relationships which enable them to directly share the gospel with literally millions of people.  Inspired by their stories, Anya believed that this opportunity was an answer to her prayers regarding a direction for her life.  She applied and was approved to join the crew for two years!  What a thrill it is for us to now support Anya as an overseas missionary!

 

We couldn't have guessed, years ago, that the young girl sitting in my English class would later be sailing around the world sharing the good news of Christ with thousands.  Thankfully, God planned her steps and also has a plan for the lives of the people Anya will reach in the years to come!  When you think of people like Anya, Snezhana and the Baranovi, we hope you'll be reminded that God's plans are much greater than our own.  Remembering them may help you to look at your neighbor or co-worker a little differently.  What plans does God have in store for them?  Be a silver conductor and watch His truth and love spread!

 

How is work going?
While we're here in the States, we have three main objectives, and all of them have been flowing together nicely!  
1. Recruit new missionaries 
2. Develop partnerships between PCA churches and our teams in Europe
3. Raise support  
It's a job that keeps us hopping and we've been meeting often with pastors, churches, and individuals to talk about how they can be more involved in God's work in Europe.  We're encouraged to see people's interest and how God is moving many to get involved.  
 

The differences in spiritual responsiveness throughout Europe can be a little overwhelming.  Eastern Europe is experiencing a spiritual "boom" while western Europe is fighting against a growing resistance to Christianity.  In several of our upcoming Snapshots, we'll focus on a different MTW Europe team and ministry.  We hope the stories will inspire you to pray for the furthering of God's Word in each of these areas.
 

"I want to contribute to your ministry, I just haven't gotten around to it yet"
Have you found yourself thinking that?  If you'd like to give to this ministry but haven't gotten around to it, we still need you and now would be a great time to start!  We're very thankful to those of you who have already responded to our need, and are encouraged by those who expressed an interest in supporting this ministry.  We're able to stay afloat with minimal travel and partial salary, but our ministry is limited until we can raise full support.  We are praying for 10 people who will commit to giving $50 a month, and 20 people who would commit to giving $30 a month.  

 

If you would like to give at any amount, send your check, made payable to MTW with Burnham Acct  #10531 on the memo line to: 

MTW Donations 
P.O. Box 116284 
Atlanta, GA 30368-6284 

 

All gifts are tax-deductible and you will receive a receipt. 

 

Our family is growing! 
It seems like every time we make a big move, we get pregnant!  This time is no exception.  Andrea is now four months pregnant and we're looking forward to a new little Burnham arriving sometime around December 10th.   Abby and Emily are excited about gaining a new sibling - and Abby has even offered to give Mom free check-ups!
 

We've moved (again!)
Hopefully by now you've learned to write our address in pencil (.  Our address for the remainder of our time in the States is:

 

Bob & Andrea Burnham
861 Thousand Oaks Drive
Lawrenceville, GA  30043
 

(770) 962-8976 (home)

(706) 294-1184 (Bob's cell)

(706) 294-1127 (Andrea's cell)

 

*special thanks to Jim Lower and others from Covenant Pres who reunited us this week with our long-lost luggage from Ukraine!!  It's good to finally have our things about us.

 

Contest
What famous signer of the Declaration of Independence died exactly 50 years later on July 4, 1826? 

Hint: There were two -- if you guess both you'll receive a bonus!
 

The first correct answer will win a special gift!  
 

 

 

Thank you for your faithfulness in supporting us with your giving and encouragement.   We keep you in our prayers, and hope you'll continue to do the same for us. 
In the name of our Lord, "whose words are flawless, like silver refined in a furnace of clay, purified seven times!" Psalm 12:6
Bob, Andrea, Abigail & Emily Burnham
BurnhamFamily@earthlink.net 

