Snapshots from Ukraine
July 2002 update from Bob & Andrea Burnham, serving in Odessa, Ukraine
"Remember now your Creator in the days of your youth, before the difficult days come, before the silver cord is loosed. Then the dust will return to the earth as it was, and the spirit will return to God who gave it." (excerpts from Ecclesiastes 12) 

[image: image1.jpg]


Rock bottom
It's a place that none of us want to be, and we never think it will happen to us. We have our families, our health, our jobs, our talents, our savings and investments – but what would we do if all of that disappeared? What would we do if our very survival was dependent on the kindness of others? It can happen in America just as easily as in Ukraine, but more often than not, rock bottom is a way of life for many here in Odessa. In this newsletter we’ll take a closer look at one of the ministries started by our church – the Odessa Soup Kitchen. We’ll also look at some of the lives of the dear people who benefit from this ministry.

<<Yevgeni Andreyovitch, one of the guests of the Odessa Soup Kitchen>>
Food for the Soul
The stories that Bob hears over lunch at the soup kitchen could fill books. Last week he sat down with Yevgeni Andreyovitch, a former photographer who is a regular guest now at the soup kitchen. Yevgeni had spoken about photography and cameras, but Bob wanted to find out more about this man's life, and found him willing to share. 

By all appearances, Yevgeni should have led a very comfortable life in Ukraine. He was born on Valentine's Day in 1919 and lived in a large apartment in the city center, overlooking Odessa’s port on the Black Sea.  His parents were part of the "intelligentsia" -- highly educated, wealthy, respected in the community, upper class. It should have been a comfortable life, but this was Ukraine during the reign of Lenin and Stalin, and the intelligentsia were a threat to communism. Because of this the intelligentsia were not only persecuted, they were basically wiped out by Stalin in the 1950’s. When Yevgeni was 9 years old, the KGB brought false charges against his family, and their home and possessions were confiscated. They moved to the country where they began a small farm, but when he was 14 years old Stalin decreed that all the food grown in Ukraine was to be given to the government. If you were caught "stealing" food from your own barn, you could be sent to a Siberian gulag for 10 years. More than a million people died in Ukraine as a result of this government-induced famine. Yevgeni was able to secure a job in a factory that paid him daily with 500 grams of bread (about a pound), and it was only through this that his family survived. 

Shortly after Stalin died, when things looked like they might be getting better, Yevgeni was riding a motorcycle and hit a deep hole.  The accident flung him into a concrete wall and, due to the fact he wasn't wearing a helmet, his skull was shattered.  Obviously, he survived, but the damage to his brain and severe headaches left him drifting from job to job, trying to find one he could carry out long-term.  Now he lives back in Odessa with no family and no stable means of support. He heard about the soup kitchen from a friend, and now can rely on one good meal a day.  
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Then there's Violetta Valeryovna – tall, slender, and still very pretty.  Forty years ago she was a ballerina and danced with the Odessa Ballet Company.  We had seen pictures of her performing, and could imagine her gracefully dancing on the stage of the Odessa Opera House, one of the most beautiful halls in the world, with bouquets of flowers being thrown at her feet from the audience, applauding loudly.  She fell in love and married Odessa's premier ballet dancer, Anatoli, and lived a storybook romance. Twelve years ago Anatoli died of a heart attack, and the fairy tale began to fade. Violetta was too old to perform but was able to teach dance to support herself until she was hit by a car and lost many of her motor skills.  Without family and barely able to walk, let alone work, she struggled to survive.  The government provided a meager pension for her, and it was enough to buy food.  However, when the Soviet Union collapsed, the economy collapsed with it.  She lost what little savings she had and didn't know how she would live from day to day.

The stories go on and on – a retired war hero, a nurse, a folk dancer, a journalist. What these and many others share in common is that they all have hit rock bottom and have nowhere left to go.  This great and widespread need prompted the Presbyterian Church of Odessa to establish their soup kitchen as one of their first ministries.

Don’t be fooled by the name "Soup Kitchen" – soup is just part of what is served. Since this meal is likely the only food the guests will eat that day, each meal begins with borsch, bread, and tea, and then healthy portions of meat or chicken and vegetables are served. The dining hall is set up to look like a nice restaurant with flowers, artwork, and sometimes live music. It’s a special treat when the m.k.’s (missionary kids) come to sing during lunch, and visiting groups from America will often serve the meals, sing, and interact with those dining.[image: image3.jpg]



When the kitchen began, the ministry first welcomed those from our church who were in need. The ministry directors specifically sought out elderly people who had no family or other means of support.  They then began going into the streets to bring in those who were digging through trash cans to find their next meal.  Meals are now served to more than 70 people a day, 5 days a week.  According to volunteer Zhenya Dudkin, "the purpose of the soup kitchen is to feed the grandmothers and grandfathers who can’t support themselves on their meager pensions" – typically about $28 a month. The soup kitchen guests may not actually be relatives, but the workers really do view these people as family.  If they are sick, cook Natasha Riadchenko will take the food to them in containers.  Most cannot afford any type of healthcare, so if medicine is needed the ministry provides that as well.  If someone is in the hospital, you can bet that a soup kitchen staff member will come to visit them!

Church members who staff the soup kitchen are concerned with giving more than physical nourishment to their guests.  These elderly people who come for meals were taught from birth that there is no God.  In fact, Soviet birth certificates actually warned parents against the influence of religion.  But Dima Yarmakov, one of the church deacons who manages the kitchen, seeks to give them spiritual nourishment through daily prayer time, reflective music and short devotions focusing on the depths of the love of Christ.  For him, "the greatest joy here is to see older people coming to Christ, people who were hard and were atheists even becoming members of the church."

Yevgeni Kuzmich is one who has welcomed Christ into his life as a result of this ministry. "Through the kindness of these Presbyterian friends, I came to understand true faith in Jesus Christ, in God, and I became a member of the church and was baptized."  People like Violetta and Yevgeni who benefit from the ministry of the soup kitchen have learned a valuable lesson; we can never put our ultimate trust in government, friends, family, men – even ourselves.  The church prays that through this ministry, and others like it, the people of Ukraine will understand that the only one we can trust to love us with a never-ending love is the One who gave Himself completely for us – Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior.  We hope you'll also remember this ministry in your prayers.

We've recently completed a 12-minute video that highlights this ministry and shows many of the people who are helped by it. If you, your Bible study, Sunday School class, or church has an interest in the ministry in Ukraine, this is a "must see." You can obtain a video by contacting Marty Davis at Mission to the World at (678) 823-0004. 

The cost to operate the soup kitchen – rental space, food, and salaries – is about $1.78 per person / per day. That’s not a lot, but it can add up quickly – totaling about $2,500 per month. This ministry exists solely through donations, so if you’d like to help out, you can do so by sending a check to: 

Odessa Soup Kitchen Ministry (#95981) 
c/o Mission to the World
1600 N Brown Rd,
Lawrenceville, Georgia 30043
Visitors
Each summer we have groups from different churches in America come help us with our ministry.  What a blessing it was this year to have groups from 10th Pres. in Philadelphia, 1st Pres. in Augusta, and Covenant Pres. in Birmingham! 

· The Philadelphia and Augusta churches teamed up to help with some much needed church construction, as well as perform an amazing series of concerts. These concerts packed our church for three nights in a row, brought in many new people to the church, and brought glory to God through excellent performances of works by Puccini, Barber, Handel, and others.  As if that weren't enough, the group members became involved with other Odessa ministries such as the soup kitchen and street children ministry.   We had some funny things happen too.  One afternoon a young lady from our office, Tanya, took the group to Privos -- a mammoth, labyrinthal outdoor bazaar -- to show them how Ukrainians shop.  Bob saw her later that day and jokingly asked her "How'd it go?  Did you lose anybody?"  Her typically cool, no-nonsense response was, "just one."  He thought she was joking, and then found that she really HAD lost someone!   Don't worry, the young man was found shortly after and had quite an adventure. :-) Special thanks to Mark Nabholz and all who came with him!  (Mark, everyone here wants you to come back next year!!)

· Two groups came from Covenant Presbyterian in Birmingham this month -- the first helped with a week of Vacation Bible School camps for about 130 children and evening gatherings for approximately 70 teenagers. This is the second year this group has returned.  They have a 3-year plan; the 1st year they led the VBS camps while Ukrainians from our church's children's ministry watched and assisted, the 2nd year the American group provided materials and helped out while the Ukrainians led the VBS camps.  Next year a couple of our Covenant Pres friends plan to return to oversee and help as the Ukrainians do the camps completely on their own.  It's a great plan for equipping and empowering the local church to reach out to the community in a way they had previously never seen modeled.  It’s also amazing to watch the relationships deepen each year.  Thanks to Tom Saxon and all who worked so hard to make this a great success!  Tom will also be returning in October to lead another outreach concert (remember last year's "Messiah" by Handel?)  This year he'll be conducting Mendelsohn's "Elijah."

· The second group from Covenant Presbyterian worked in Izmail (where the two of us lived for 2 years) leading children’s classes and teaching English as Evangelism courses. The heat was unbelievable, but I think each one of them would tell you that the inconveniences they experienced are not even worth mentioning when compared to the relationships formed, and seeing God work directly in people's lives.  This is the third year that this team has been coming to Izmail, and the fruit is evident. Inspired and equipped by this group, the Izmail church will continue the English as Evangelism courses for several months as a means to draw in new people.  Thanks to Jason and those who sacrificed so much for this small town!  

We hope you'll prayerfully consider whether God is leading YOU to come here and be a part of our ministry.  We also hope you will pray for God to raise up more people to join our team (both short and long term).  If you or a group from your church is interested in investing time next summer to be involved with our ministry, contact Ron Johnson at Mission to the World in Atlanta (678) 823-0004.  We would LOVE to have you come over!  If you're interested in coming over for a longer period of time, you can reach McKenzie Edwards (MTW's Recruiting Director) at the same number, and she'll give you more information.

Contest
Congratulations to last month's winners, Jon Levy in Atlanta, GA and Zander Renault in Broomfield, CO (a tie because we goofed up the question and there were actually two correct answers that could have been sent in).  They knew that this year Ukraine will be celebrating 11 years of independence but haven't had their own constitution that long. They each got an extra special prize because Jon will soon be getting married, and Zander and his wife, Tania, are expecting their first child this fall!  Bolshoi congratulations to you both!

This month’s contest question:
If you want to send an answer to this month's contest question, send it to: burnham@paco.net (please don't just hit "reply" -- it takes forever to download when we receive 20 or 30 replies!)  The first person to reply with the correct answer will receive a special gift from Ukraine. If you include a digital picture of you and/or your family you’ll receive a bonus gift!

Everyone knows about "Red Borsch," but what color is the other popular borsch in Ukraine and what major ingredient(s) contribute to that color?
 

We keep you in our prayers, and hope you'll continue to do the same for us. Thank you for your faithfulness in supporting us with your monthly giving and encouragement. We miss and love you all.

In His glorious grace, 

Bob, Andrea, Abby & Emily Burnham 

Burnham@paco.net
Mission to the World 
P.O. Box 116284 
Atlanta, GA 30368-6284 
678-823-0004
