Snapshots from Ukraine 
February 2005 update from Bob & Andrea Burnham, serving with MTW 
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A New Beginning
Unless you've been hiking the Appalachian Trail or hiding out in an Amish community over the last three months, you've undoubtedly watched as the "Orange Revolution" unfolded in Ukraine.  Most of America was inspired as they heard of the masses filling "Independence (Maidan) Square," standing against the corruption in their national election.  The waves of orange seemed, to us, to symbolize the great fire of democracy and freedom spreading across this oppressed nation through the non-violent protests of millions of people.   We pray that the election of Yushenko will hold the door open for freedom of religion and continued church growth in Ukraine.   Our MTW teams were in the midst of the revolution and found many opportunities for evangelism and new relationships.  

 

You've heard the official reports about events that happened, but we thought it would be interesting to share with you some of the first-hand accounts of people, both American and Ukrainian, who lived through this exciting time.  
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Revolution
Dec. 24, 2004
"In two days we'll have another and we all hope the last election run. We are pretty sure that Yushenko (the candidate we vote for) will get the majority of voices but we are not sure what the other candidate is gonna do when he sees that he's loosing. So we just hope for the God's murcy for Ukraine. Alex is the member of one of our local election places. He will be supervising and counting there all day and all night on the 26th. Snezhana will be in the other election place. The more christian people there the better it will be for Ukraine!"  ----  Vika, wife of Alex Rayu - Leader of the Presbyterian Church in Izmail 
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Jan. 16, 2005
"Those days were so crasy and at the same time so encouraging that we could not stop whatching TV.  Dasha [Snezhana's daughter] and I even spent some nights at the Ladies Care Center to be able to watch some Kiev programs which showed the events from Maidan.  I was very ashamed that we are known all over the world because of lies and fraud during the election and at the same time I am proud that the people has woken up and decided to step forward towards democracy.  Many people are still not ready for that and they are afraid of changes, some do not trust any government and think that the new one will still rob them and voted for the prime-minister because he has already stolen everything he wanted and they think that the new one will steal even more.  Almost all December we spent watching TV, I have never in my life been involved in politics as I am now.  Alex and I even decided to take part in election as members of counting commities.  So I spent all the 26th of December working and came home next morning after taking all the papers in the local commitee.  I thought that once in my life I have to fulfill this duty and right of a citizen."

 

"We did not have a lot of injustice at my poll but the prime-minister side tried to count spoiled buletins as right ones.  Now we know many names from future government and it is interesting to watch them work.  We still do not have a president because the former prime-minister is against the results of the last election and the Supreme Court will start regarding their case on Monday, but I think that Yushenko will still be a president and I put a lot of hope in him.  Dasha and I went to Kiev to meet the New Year there in Maidan.  We stayed at the Bogat's.  They spent many days helping the revolutionaries by taking them tea and food and some of them even spent some nights in their home. We spent a really good time together.  I took many entresting pictures and met the New Year in with millions of other Ukrainians who accepted the invitation of our president to come to Kiev."    --- Snezhana Popova - Director of the Ladies Care Center in Izmail
 

Jan. 21, 2005
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"People of every kind were at Independence Square.  Lots of older people, lots more young people, and a few from neighboring countries.  Along with these folks, a lot of the people we were doing ministry with were camped out down there as well.  Our ministry moved downtown overnight."  

 

"On the second day of the revolution our little church decided we needed to meet and talk about how we should respond. We decided a couple of things that day; first, to serve the people demonstrating as best we could, and second to pray for them.  We took blankets down to the tent city, we handed out flyers with verses from Isaiah about God’s justice, we talked to people downtown about Christ, and other members of our church more actively helped by giving the demonstrators a place to stay, a hot shower, and a meal."   ----  Jon Eide - MTW Missionary in Kiev
Jan. 24, 2005
"Yesterday an event occurred, the inauguration of our President! So many people waited and hoped for this, a number even greater than the entire population of Ukraine.  This tremendous interest happened not just because of curiosity over who would be the next President of Ukraine but because people hoped that good would have victory over evil.  These past few months have been very inspiring for us.  We have seen the great strength of prayer and realized that we Christians are many.  We have been simply amazed how God has used this crisis in Ukraine in order to unite people and Christians of different confessions.  Many people have realized that the most serious problem in Ukraine is not economics but the failure to honor God’s moral law.  This realization has caused many people to seek Christ and His kingdom."
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"Our church is located in southern Ukraine where the majority of people voted for the losing candidate Yanokovich and therefore we experienced a great deal of pressure both in society and within the church.  Your prayers greatly supported and encouraged us as we discussed His truths related to this issue with people of differing opinions in love and without fear.  Members of our church and some of the staff of the Christian clinic took an active part in the election process and were observers during the last election to help prevent further falsification.  We are thankful to God for all of this.  "
 

"In this short time we have begun to more fully understand how God uses the power of the governing officials in society and also how it relates to the church.  Therefore we are continuing to pray for President Yushenko now that he has taken office and we are also praying for President Bush.  May the Lord richly bless you, your families and your country."  -- Dr. Sergei Betin - Pastor of the Presbyterian Church in Belgorod
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Prayer:  for unity throughout the country, and for the new government to be protected from the influence of corruption.
 

Note: Thanks to Jon Eide, Jon Bush, and Max Tihonov for the photos.   
Iris
In December we welcomed a new addition to our family, Iris Elisabeth Burnham, and the last two months have been (as expected) a wonderful whirlwind!  Iris is growing while Andrea is shrinking, and both are doing well --- thank you for all your prayers!    
 

On the Road . . . . Again
Does it ever stop?  Nope, this train just seems to go faster and faster!  The next six weeks we'll be traveling to mission conferences all over the south, and we're looking forward to seeing many of you!  A very sincere thank you goes out to our family members who contributed to a portable video player for the van -- was it for the kids' enjoyment or our sanity?   

We'll be visiting churches and families in Greenville S.C., Birmingham AL, Charlotte N.C. and Suffolk, VA.  We hope to get out west to see some of you in Colorado and surrounding states as well. 

Bob will then go back to Ukraine in April and May.   In addition to helping a partnering church with ministry, he'll also be meeting with leaders in Kiev to work out the details of our return.  

Prayer:  for safety as we travel, successful ministry and meetings with leadership in Ukraine, and sanity for Andrea while Bob is gone!

Contest

Congratulations to Jon Levy, who was the third person to guess the new baby's name.  For his efforts, Jon won a world-famous Claxton fruitcake!  Mmmmmmmm,  fruitcake.  Here is the new contest question:

Ukrainians demonstrated recent election snafus by protesting en masse and wearing orange to voice their political opinions. But why orange?

The first person to send the correct response to BurnhamFamily@earthlink.com will get a special Valentine treat!

Who was Valentine?

According to the History Channel, one legend contends that Valentine was a priest who served during the third century in Rome. When Emperor Claudius II decided that single men made better soldiers than those with wives and families, he outlawed marriage for young men -- his crop of potential soldiers. Valentine, realizing the injustice of the decree, defied Claudius and continued to perform marriages for young lovers in secret. When Valentine's actions were discovered, Claudius ordered that he be imprisoned and later put to death. 

Other stories suggest that Valentine may have been killed for attempting to help Christians escape harsh Roman prisons where they were often beaten and tortured.

According to the legend, Valentine actually sent the first 'valentine' greeting himself.  While in prison, it is believed that Valentine fell in love with a young girl -- who may have been his jailor's daughter -- who visited him during his confinement.  Before his death, it is alleged that he wrote her a letter, which he signed 'From your Valentine,' an expression that is still in use today.  Although the truth behind the Valentine legends is murky, the stories certainly emphasize his appeal as a sympathetic, heroic, and, most importantly, romantic figure. It's no surprise that by the Middle Ages, Valentine was one of the most popular saints in England and France.

We hope that you had a happy Valentine's Day and that on days to come you'll continue to give glory to the One who IS love, and who loves you far more than you can possibly imagine.

Thank you for your faithfulness in supporting us with your giving and encouragement.   We keep you in our prayers, and hope you'll continue to do the same for us.

Bob, Andrea, Abigail, Emily & Iris Burnham

BurnhamFamily@earthlink.net
