Snapshots from Ukraine
April 2007 update from Bob & Andrea Burnham, serving with MTW in Odessa, Ukraine
(Prayer Requests in Red)
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Christ is Risen - He is Risen Indeed!
   

It's not very often that it happens, but this year the Orthodox and Protestant Easter Holiday occurs on the same date, giving us the chance to celebrate this glorious time with friends and family in both America and Ukraine.  We began the morning (while you were still snug in your beds!) with our annual Sunrise Service in a park overlooking the Black Sea, and while you were waking and preparing for church, we enjoyed a great church service and community lunch with our church family in Odessa.  We hope your Easter was meaningful.
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Putting All Of Our Eggs In One Basket
In the mid-1600's, the French philosopher Blaise Pascal made what has now become known as "Pascal's Wager," asking "Why not choose to bet that God exists?  If you win, you win everything, if you lose, you lose nothing."   In her women's Bible study, Andrea asked a slightly different question, "If you live like the resurrection of Jesus Christ is true, and it turns out to be false, how would you feel about the way you lived your life?"

 

The average American's response could be somewhat cheery.  Generally, if we sow a life observing even just the last six of the Ten Commandments, we reap benefits.  We'd be considered fine, polite, trustworthy citizens - the kind who'd be welcome in Mayberry.  The first four Commandments give us, at the very least, virtuous principles for how to spend our time, resources and talents.  We wouldn't be addicted to drugs or alcohol, we'd look for a spouse who shares our values, work hard to raise a functional family, make an honest wage at work and sleep well at night.  Who wouldn't be proud of living that kind of life, even if that was all that there is?  
 

But apostle Paul writes a bleak response to the Corinthians: "If there is no resurrection of the dead, then not even Christ has been raised.  And if Christ has not been raised, our preaching is useless and so is your faith.  More than that, we are then found to be false witnesses about God....And if Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile; you are still in your sins...if only for this life we have hope in Christ, we are to be pitied more than all men." (1 Cor. 15:13-15,17,19) 
 

By our observations, present day Ukrainian culture more closely matches the kind of society found in ancient Corinth.  It's costly to fully surrender your life to Jesus in America, but those who truly follow Jesus in Ukraine are the minority, up against a strong tide of corruption and immorality.  Those, here, who sow a life devoted to God often reap much suffering along with their joy.  
 

Andrea was encouraged with the women's responses to her question, which gave evidence of their trusting, deep relationship with a real Person: "I can't even imagine the resurrection from the dead not being true, it's like a horrible nightmare."  "I'd be greatly disappointed, because I really want to see and live with Jesus."  "I rejected a marriage proposal because the man was not a believer in Christ, and I knew our marriage would not reflect God's ideal.  I'm still not married." (Similar to many of the thirty-something women in our group.)  
 

No matter where you live, it's humbling to acknowledge your sin, ask for forgiveness and surrender your own plans each day.  All of us in the Bible study have made changes to our lives based on what we believe -- our family moved to Ukraine, of all places (!), because God compelled us to invite the people of this country to know, love and honor Him.  But Paul's own emotional response is a wake-up call to preach, witness, and live sacrificially -- free from the bondage of sin!  In other words, "give yourselves fully to the work of the Lord," Who HAS risen, "knowing that your toil is not in vain." (1 Cor. 15:58)  Thank you for praying for the Women's Bible Study.  We believe they are drawing closer to God and to one another in fellowship.  Please pray for our outreach to other women.
 

The Odessa Church Building in Court Again
The Actor's Guild of Odessa, currently located on the ground floor of our church building, has appealed the court ruling last month (Prayer email 2/2007) to a higher court.  They assert that they are the rightful owners of the entire building.  (Click here to read the whole story of how the Evangelical Presbyterian Church received their building.)  
 

We are grateful to God that the judge threw out the initial case saying there were not enough grounds to proceed.  While we don't have a court date yet for the next hearing, we are taking the appeal case very seriously and plan again to be praying, fasting, and protesting.  We will keep you updated on the situation.  Please pray that justice would be served and that our church might be awarded the entire building, if it is God's will.
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We were surprised by two reactions to our protest, which helped us understand the difficulties our Ukrainian brothers and sisters encounter in their culture.  One elderly man approached those of us holding signs and asked how much we were being paid to protest, hoping he, too, could cash in.  When we told him we volunteered, he looked at us in confusion, shook his head, and walked away.  Another man asked what the protest was about and when we explained it to him, he quipped, "Well I think they should take the building away from you, you're not Russian Orthodox!"
 

Which Victor Will Be the Victor?
You may have heard on the news about the instability in Ukraine's government right now.  The two main players involved are Ukraine's President Victor Yuschenko and Prime Minister Victor Yanukovich.  Yuschenko was the hero of the Orange Revolution, while Yanukovich, defeated by Yuschenko in the Presidential election, now leads Ukraine's Parliament.  Yuschenko claims that Yanukovich has been trying to overturn the election of 2004 by systematically chipping away at the President's powers through Parliament votes and massive bribes.  As a result, Yuschenko has fired the entire Parliament and called for a new election of Parliamentary members.  The Parliament is refusing to acknowledge the President's decision and is continuing to meet.   
 

We hear heated debates between the people who are siding with one of the two -- Yuschenko, who is known as being pro-western (not in the Cowboy sense :-)  and Yanukovich, who wants to be more aligned with Russia.  This is an incredibly crucial time for Ukraine because decisions made now could have far-reaching impact on both the people and the churches here.  Please pray for corruption to be exposed and God's will to be done.
 

Calendar Babes!
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More and more often, Bob is finding ways to use his photography hobby to help our churches' ministries.  On a cold Saturday morning last month, Bob traveled to the Izmail Life Care Center (LCC), a crisis pregnancy and family planning center led by Snezhana Popova.  He was privileged to meet and photograph 12 of the women (and their 13 babies!) helped through the training and resources the LCC provides.  Nine hours and hundreds of shots later, Bob and Snezhana have the materials to compile an 18-month calendar.  
 

Snezhana's hope is to put the LCC's information on these calendars and place them in all of Izmail's doctor's offices, highschools and other public places.  Hopefully the engaging photographs will draw the attention of pregnant women who are considering abortion, and motivate them to contact the LCC to find out other options available to them.  Snezhana and the other caring women at the Life Care Center provide a compassionate ear, and also give parenting classes, baby clothing and beds, job training, adoption information, and Bible courses.
 

We're looking now for a good place to print the calendars.  If any of you have information on a quality printing place that could handle an order of 200 18-month calendars for around $10 each, would you let us know?   Thanks!  And if you'd like to see more of the pictures of these babies and their mothers, click here!
  
Spring Planting
After more than a year of planning and preparation, we are happy to announce the beginning of a new church plant in the northern part of Odessa -- in a suburb called Kotovskovo  ("kuh-TOVE-skuh-vuh".)   Odessa's daughter church hasn't been able to meet until now, partly because of the difficulty in finding a place to meet.  In His own timing, God has provided a Kindergarten that agreed to let us rent their auditorium each week.  Pastor George Kadyan will lead the new congregation and greatly covets your prayers for a successful outreach to the neighboring community.
 

Bringing in More Troops!
No, we're not bringing in the military, but in a few weeks we'll be welcoming a surge of short-term mission teams from North Carolina, Pennsylvania, West Virginia, Tennessee, and Alabama who have committed to come over and partner with our ministry in person!  In just two weeks the first of five teams, booked for the summer, will arrive.  Fifteen people from Covenant Presbyterian Church in Birmingham will be kicking things off with church-basement renovation, evangelistic business seminars, training for Christian psychologists, and outreach to the orphans at Orphanage #88 (along with tiling their shower room!)  The week will end with the much celebrated marriage of one of theirs to one of ours - Joe Hall and Anya Plachkova!  We'll be sure to include some pictures of the wedding in our next "Month in Review."  Please pray for Bob who is the wedding photographer (!) and for the many logistics that need to come together to make this a successful and God-honoring investment of time, money and relationships.   

 

"On the Road Again..." (and Again and Again!)
Bob is going to be spending more time on the road this month than usual and we'd appreciate your prayers for his safety.  In addition to his monthly trip to Izmail where he meets with the pastor of the Izmail church and other ministry leaders, he'll also be spending a few days in Belgorod-Dnestrovsky for Presbytery, a few days in L'vov, and a week in Trnava, Slovakia for additional leadership training.   Immediately following that, Bob will be taking care of the short-term team from Birmingham for seven days.  Please also pray for Andrea, who will be shouldering most of the kid duties by herself this next month.
 

Month in Review
Just a reminder that each month we place more pictures on our website under a heading called "Month in Review in Photographs."   A lot happens each month that we're not able to show you in our quarterly newsletter.  Check in each month to see all that's happening by clicking here!
 

April Fools Joke on our Team!
This newsletter is actually our SECOND newsletter this month -- the first was a spoof that we sent only to our team last week as an April Fool's joke.  If you're interested in seeing the fun we can have with some interesting photographs, click here. :-)
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Make No Bones About It, We Want Answers! 
How many of you out there actually read our newsletter?  That's what WE want to know!  What do we need to change to make "Snapshots" better?  We've put together a quick poll on our website that'll take about a minute to fill out.  Click here to participate. 
 

Need to Print our Newsletter?
Some of our readers and supporting churches like to print out our newsletters for better viewing or bulletin boards.  Did you know that all of our newsletters are formatted in Word and ready for printing?  Just go to our website, click on "Newsletters," and select the one you'd like to print.  
 

Contest
Congratulations to Katie Thompson who won our last newsletter contest!  Click here to see this edition's new contest.  You can't win if you don't play!

 

 

We can't thank you enough for your faithfulness 

in supporting us with your giving and encouragement.
 

We keep you in our prayers, and hope you have enjoyed a blessed Easter!   
 

Bob, Andrea, Abigail,Emily & Iris Burnham
Please see our prayer requests and more information at
www.BurnhamSnapshots.com
