Snapshots from Ukraine (& Beyond!) 
April 2004 update from Bob & Andrea Burnham, serving in Odessa, Ukraine with Mission to the World
-- currently in America on Home Missionary Assignment 
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Back in America!

We're happy to report that God kept us safe on our trip home (36 hours & 4 airplanes) from Ukraine this last December.  Andrea's blood pressure did rise as a result of getting separated from and losing Abigail mid-day in the Atlanta airport (the busiest airport in the WORLD!)  Thankfully, God appointed a kind stranger to snag Abby and take her to a customer service area.  Bob's family welcomed us into their homes and even put up with our perpetual crankiness during jet lag (as well as a little culture shock.) 

 

Now that we're back, we find our hearts in two continents.   We greatly miss our church and friends in Odessa, especially those going through difficult times.  Andrea had grown close to Olya, a young, pregnant orphan who recently became a Christian.  It was difficult not being there when she delivered her baby girl in January.    We also miss Snezhana, whose Crisis Pregnancy Center is just starting to take off in Izmail.  We miss our loving team too -- the close-knit group who weathered not only the harsh winter together, but also the day to day difficulties that ex-pats experience living abroad.  
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At the same time we love being home again!  We had forgotten just how beautiful and clean our country is, and how many public parks we have (Abby and Emily are ecstatic!)  It's wonderful to be back in a country with an infrastru[image: image3.jpg]


cture that really works, and even better to live where there are so many followers of Christ.  Meeting a friend for lunch last week, Bob was surprised to see the table of young women next to him pray before their meal -- we never saw that in Ukraine.  Most of all we've been humbled by the overflowing kindness and generosity from our friends and family.   We've been on the road for the last three months and we offer our very sincerest thanks to all of you who have made us feel like family!
 

While we desire to be in both places, we're reminded that  ultimately Ukraine, and even America, is not our home.  The place we desire most is the land where we will be eternally with God Himself, who "will wipe away every tear from their eyes.  Death will be no more; neither will there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain. . ." (Rev. 21:4). 
 

Kicks on Route 66  
O.k, so it wasn't Route 66, but Abby still kicked the back of Andrea's seat the whole way as we went from city to city!  During missions conference season we criss-crossed all over the south visiting churches and supporters, speaking of the transformations God is granting among the Ukrainian people.  
 

Throughout our travels in Pensacola, Augusta, Tulsa, Birmingham, Atlanta, and Rock Hill, we were greatly helped on our way by the counsel, provisions, prayer and fellowship of friends and loved ones.  You all have been kinder and more hospitable than we deserved!  Again, thanks to all of you -- you know who you are!    
 

Approved as MTW "Career Missionaries"
After serving with Mission to the World for the last nine years as Recruiting Director and team leader for two cities, one might think that transitioning to long-term status would be an easy move -- not true.  No matter who is applying, MTW takes the process of approving career missionaries very seriously!  After a very thorough application, recommendations from those who know us best, theological tests, psychological tests, interviews with pastors, psychologists, and a very detailed review from the candidate department, Andrea and I were approved this month as career missionaries.   Our first task is to raise the additional financial support needed for this five year term, and then we'll begin the work of finding more laborers who can personally take the love of Christ with us to Europe!
 

A $15 Investment With Incredible Return!
What can $15 buy these days?  For some, giving $15 is a real sacrifice, others may not think twice about spending $15 for a quick dinner,  t-shirt, or the latest CD.   There's nothing wrong with these things, but that same $15 could be invested in supporting a missionary, making an eternal difference for people who don't yet know about God's grace extended through Jesus Christ.  Did you know that, in our case, only 11% of the people that receive this newsletter contribute financially to our ministry in Ukraine?   If the other 89% made a monthly contribution of even $15, our work for the next five years would be fully funded.  
 

If you've been encouraged to read how God is using this ministry to begin new churches and impact people's lives -- people like Nadezhda, Snezhana, Sergei and Tanya Baranovi -- and would like to see this work continue, then you can make a big difference.  With the additional costs of ministering long-term, we need you!  Here are three ways you can partner with us.  
 

1. Be A Monthly or Annual Giver!
Whether it's $10 or more than $100, no gift is too small and every gift is always appreciated.     If you'd like to contribute financially to keep this ministry going, simply fill in the green section below, copy and paste it into an e-mail, and send it to us at bburnham@mtwukraine.org .  We'll pass on your information to Mission to the World and make certain you have everything you need to get started.   We will also send information letting you know how you can have your gift automatically drafted from your bank account -- and as always, all gifts are tax-deductible.  Raising support is the most difficult part of this job, you can't imagine how much your contribution means to us.
 

We want to send some special things to all of our donors -- things that will remind you of Ukraine and will appeal to at least three of your senses!   Be sure to include your mailing address so we can send them to you -- and again, THANK YOU!! 
 

Name:
Address:
City, State & Zip:
Phone:
e-mail:
committment (please specify if this is one-time, monthly, or annual):
 

____Yes, I'd like to be a part of your prayer team.
 

____Yes, I know a church or person who may be interested in giving support.
(copy and paste the green section into a new e-mail and send to bburnham@mtwUkraine.org)
 

 

2. Tell a Friend or Church!
If you know a friend who may be interested in contributing to this ministry, please pass on this email, or let us know how we can contact them directly.  We have found it difficult to even apply to churches for financial support unless a member of their congregation makes a personal appeal on our behalf.  If you think your church might be interested in supporting us financially, please contact your pastor or someone on the missions committee (or get involved on the committee yourself!) and tell them about us.  We'd love to come and talk about our ministry and your recommendation can go a very long way!    
 

3. Join Our Prayer Team! 

Our efforts and all the resources in the world cannot impact lives eternally unless God is directing the work and changing people from the inside.   We will be sending out timely broadcasts to our prayer team requesting prayer for specific needs not covered in our e-newsletters.  If you'd like to re-confirm your commitment to pray or begin actively participating in the backbone of our outreach, please indicate your interest on the green form above and send it to us!

 

 

 Thank you for your faithfulness in supporting us with your giving and encouragement.   We keep you in our prayers, and hope you'll continue to do the same for us. 
In the name of our Lord Jesus who "will reign forever and ever," 
Bob, Andrea, Abigail & Emily Burnham
BBurnham@MTWUkraine.org 
(706) 294-1184

 
 
