Snapshots from Ukraine
October 2010 Newsletter from Bob & Andrea Burnham

Serving with Mission to the World in Odessa, Ukraine

Prayer requests in red
Coming to America!
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When we’re this late in the month with an update, you know we’ve been busy!  September and October have shot by like a rocket, with so many ministries and happenings that it’s difficult to know where to begin.   However, if you’re anywhere near Chattanooga on the first weekend of November, perhaps Bob could meet to tell you personally!  He’s been humming James Brown’s tune “Living in America” for the past few days (and I’ve been humming Neil Diamond’s song “America”) as he prepares to fly from Ukraine to the States with Pastor Gorik Kadyan to attend MTW’s Global Missions Conference in Chattanooga.  He’d love to see as many of you as possible, so let us know if you’re going to attend.  They’re also looking for a place in Atlanta, preferably downtown, to sleep on the night they arrive (November 3rd).  If you’re interested in having them, write and let us know.  Please pray for them as they travel, and pray for me while I’m home alone with the kids! Thanks!

New Video

Late last Spring we told you that we were working with Matt Blick on a video to show you more of our work here.  It’s finished now and does a nice job of showing how we’re helping believers move beyond church walls to take the gospel of Christ into the community.   In the video we highlight the Christian Counseling Center in Odessa, the Christian Clinic in Belgorod, and the Life Care Center in Izmail.  You can see it on our website (www.BurnhamSnapshots.com) 
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Difficult Times in Izmail
Two weeks ago I was asked what the most difficult thing was that had happened to me in ministry.  After some thought I still couldn’t come up with a clear answer.  A day later I had my answer given to me when I was told that the church in Izmail, which Andrea and I have been working with for the last 15 years, had been closed by Presbytery because of conflicts between the congregation and pastor.  We were crushed by the news.  Andrea and I began our ministry in Ukraine in this small port city on the Danube river, we have deep relationships with people there, and we’ve continued to minister in Izmail whenever possible. 

Just a week earlier, I had traveled to Izmail with Dr. Larry Love to speak with university students and new moms at the Life Care Center, a crisis pregnancy center begun by members of the church. Even amidst the conflict within the church, I was nonetheless encouraged by the growth I was seeing in church members and the ministries that were reaching people with the message of salvation through Christ alone.   Please pray for Jesus to be honored among our brothers and sisters in Izmail, and that a healthy church body would be able to grow out of this difficult situation.  
September MiR

October’s end is nearing, and there’s a lot going on but you can’t see October’s pictures until you first see what happened in September!  We’ve posted our September, 2010 Month in Review through Photographs – otherwise known as MIR.  If you’d like to see some of the events that made our life interesting in September, go to www.BurnhamSnapshots.com and click on “Photos”.   Don’t forget to watch it in “slideshow” mode and click “show info” to read the short captions with each photo!
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Help for those with Autism

As Ukrainian believers grow in their relationship with Christ, it’s natural that their new hope and joy spread throughout all facets of living, bringing healing through Christ to others.  That’s largely what the Reformed faith is all about - impacting every sphere of life with the joy and beauty of reconciliation with God.
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You can’t imagine how excited Bob recently was to be a part of this by helping believers in our counseling center equip those who work with Autistic individuals.  Autism in general is unknown here -- most people on the street are not even familiar with the word.  In the Odessa region, with about 2 ½ million people, a conservative estimate is that there are at least 5,000 children with autism.  The only known center dealing with this issue is orphanage #34, which is able to help about a dozen children.  Last month our Christian Counseling Center began giving seminars on Autism with the help of Dr. Sam Redden in Birmingham, Alabama.  Dr. Redden is piped in, through the magic of Skype, and projected onto the wall of the counseling center’s conference room.  At our first meeting we had about 25 parents, counselors and teachers listen to the seminar before entering into a very needed Q&A period.  Many commented on how desperate they were for just such a community. Please pray that these meetings would continue to grow and bring the answers that many families need.
Leadership Conference begins today!

Right on the heels of performing three tremendous organ concerts in which the beauty of Christ was clearly proclaimed through word and music, Pastor Larry Roff (First Presbyterian Church, Schenectady, NY) will be speaking at our fifth annual Leadership Conference for church leaders throughout Ukraine.  three-day conference, please pray for Larry to have energy and clarity during the three days of the conference as he encourages and teaches the leaders of our denomination. 
Thank you for your prayers, encouragement and giving – 

we could not be here without your generosity and sacrifice!

In His grace alone,
Bob & Andrea, Abigail, Emily and Iris Burnham
www.BurnhamSnapshots.com

