Dear friends,
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We would like to ask you to pray for a serious situation we're encountering here in Odessa.  Our church, the Evangelical Reformed Presbyterian Church of Odessa, is involved in a court case and there is a danger that the church could lose the rights to the building.  
In the early years of the Soviet Union this former church building was seized by the government.  Nine years ago, when the courts of Odessa decided that our Presbyterian Reformed denomination had a rightful claim to own it as the logical faith heirs, the building was awarded to us.  At the time of this decision the structure, interior and exterior of the building were greatly dilapidated, but over the last eight years believers, both Ukrainian and American, have labored to restore the whole building to its glorious, original condition.  It has been a great blessing to local believers who meet regularly on Sunday to worship God, and facilitates our youth ministries, weddings, prayer groups and various evangelistic outreach programs throughout the week days.  
 

Now that the restoration work is near completion, and real estate prices in the center of town have risen dramatically, an organization has claimed that we are not the rightful owners and have brought a case before a local court.  Our court case is Monday, February 26th.  Would you please join us in prayer?   We have faced these challenges before and the Lord has been gracious to the church in protecting and providing this place of worship.
 

We believe that God can use this situation to strengthen His people's trust and dependence only in Him.  Please also pray that justice would prevail, the church building would remain in the hands of His church body and that the city officials would act in truth and righteousness when the temptation is great to do otherwise.  Pray that we, as ambassadors of God's reconciliation to His people in Odessa, would speak and act with humility, honesty, integrity, and in a manner that brings glory and honor to Christ Jesus.  We praise God that no one wanting to take our church building can also take from us the joy and Spirit of Christ living in believers' hearts!  
 

Thank you for your prayerful partnership as we seek to build God's Kingdom in Odessa, Ukraine!  You can go to www.BurnhamSnapshots.com to keep up with events as they unfold.
 

In His grace alone,
 

Bob Burnham
 

For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against rulers of the darkness of this age, against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places. Ephesians 6:12
